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Introduction
Publications have identified deficiencies in the quality of
medical care and the problems and risks of ward care.
Staff awareness of deteriorating patients as well as management and timely intervention are frequently found to
be inadequate, and earlier identification has the potential
to improve outcome for these patients.

The focus group interviews revealed which common
needs were identified as matters of concern:
• Early identification of patients at risk
• Lack of systematic observations and interdisciplinary
guidelines
• Need for efficient communication and teamwork in
acute settings

Methods
Focus is on acutely admitted patients with abdominal
pain in a surgical department. In order to improve our
practice, we thought it important to undertake a needs
assessment of the management of acutely and potentially
critically ill patients. The study design was interprofessional and consisted of a retrospective audit, focus group
interviews with medical and nursing staff and full scale
simulation in the ward.

Reviewing our test simulation we were confirmed of the
results from the audit and the interviews and in CRMterms in addition lack of re-evaluation and presence of fixation errors.

Results

Conclusion

From the audit we identified the following problematic
areas:

• Lack of systematic observation with specific intervals

The data obtained from our survey were subsequently
used to develop objectives for a curriculum to address the
identified needs. We conclude that this form of needs
assessment provides a useful means of identifying issues
for structuring a relevant multiprofessional educational
and training programme and for organizational changes.

• Lack of seeking advice early

References

• Late recognition of patient deterioration

• Training and education of staff

1.

• Discrepancies between medical and nursing reports
• Poor documentation

2.

Goldhill , et al.: The patient-at-risk team: identifying and managing seriously ill ward patients. Anaesthesia 1999, 54(9):853-60.
Buist , et al.: Effects of a medical emergency team on reduction
of incidence of and mortality from unexpected cardiac
arrests in hospital: preliminary study.
BMJ 2002,
324(7334):387-90.

Page 1 of 2
(page number not for citation purposes)

Scandinavian Journal of Trauma, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine

3.

2009, 17(Suppl 2):O3

http://www.sjtrem.com/content/17/S2/O3

Fuhrmann , et al.: Incidence, staff awareness and mortality of
patients at risk on general wards.
Resuscitation 2008,
77(3):325-30.

Publish with Bio Med Central and every
scientist can read your work free of charge
"BioMed Central will be the most significant development for
disseminating the results of biomedical researc h in our lifetime."
Sir Paul Nurse, Cancer Research UK

Your research papers will be:
available free of charge to the entire biomedical community
peer reviewed and published immediately upon acceptance
cited in PubMed and archived on PubMed Central
yours — you keep the copyright

BioMedcentral

Submit your manuscript here:
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/publishing_adv.asp

Page 2 of 2
(page number not for citation purposes)

